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Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld,

BNnited Drates Denate

COMMITTEE ON
HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6250

February 16, 2006

Thank you for Daniel Stanley’s response to my letter of December 2, 2005, requesting
information about congressional travel supported by the Department. Mr. Stanley indicates that
you do not keep records on Members who travel using Department resources, and he refers me to

legislative branch records.

Perhaps my intentions were not clear. One of the reasons for this inquiry was not only to obtain
the requested information, but to assess the record-keeping and transparency to the public of the
Department, especially about expenditures relating to elected officials. Since almost every time
Members travel on official business, they use Department resources in personnel, aircraft, and
Department-arranged lodging, among other resources, I found Mr. Stanley’s response surprising.
Staff of your Congressional liaison offices are well-known around Capitol Hill for being helpful,
responsive and comprehensive, that is, they “take care of everything” when a Member takes a

trip.

[ am gravely concerned to hear that none of this activity on the part of the Department is
recorded, or financial expenditures tracked. Perhaps I am misunderstanding Mr. Stanley’s letter,
but as the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Federal Financial Management, Government
Information, and International Security, I have found that taxpayers are quite interested in the
accountability and transparency of every Federal agency. Since the Department accounts for
about half of the Federal government’s discretionary budget, I hope that the lack of record-
keeping for the Department’s expenditures supporting Congressional travel does not reflect the
financial reporting across the rest of the Department’s activities.

Perhaps there has simply been a miscommunication. If so, I would greatly appreciate a response

to my initial request:

1) A listing of all travel, both foreign and domestic, for Members of Congress that were
provided by your agency during the fiscal year of 2005. Each trip should include the
Member or Members of Congress involved, destination, and purpose.



2) Costs associated with each trip, including but not limited to travel, food, entertainment,
accommodations, and costs to your agency such as staff time, aircraft readiness, and fuel.

[ am sorry to bother you with this follow-up, but as you know, [ won’t give up on my efforts at
fiscal responsibility. Thank you for your timely response. Any questions regarding this inquiry
may be addressed to Katy French of my subcommittee staff, at 202-224-2254.

Sincerely, G&‘\D

Tom Coburn, M.D., Chairman
Subcommittee on Federal Financial
Management, Government Information and
International Security

U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs
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